380            Johnson's third letter to Baretti.      [A.
Lord Macartney obligingly favoured me with a copy of the following letter, in his own hand-writing, from the original, which was found, by the present Earl of Bute, among his father's papers.
' To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF BUTE.
' MY LORD,
' That generosity, by which I was recommended to the favour of his Majesty, will not be offended at a solicitation necessary to make that favour permanent and effectual.
' The pension appointed to be paid me at Michaelmas I have not received, and know not where or from whom I am to ask it. I beg, therefore, that your Lordship will be pleased to supply Mr. Wcdder-burne with such directions as may be necessary, which, I believe, his friendship will make him think it no trouble to convey to me.
' To interrupt your Lordship, at a time like this, with such petty difficulties, is improper and unseasonable ; but your knowledge of the world has long since taught you, that every man's affairs, however little, arc important to himself. Every man hopes that he shall escape neglect; and, with reason, may every man, whose vices do not preclude his claim, expect favour from that beneficence which has been extended to,
' My Lord,
' Your Lordship's ' Most obliged
'And ' Most humble servant,
' Temple Lane,                                                    ' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'Nov. 3, 1762.'
'To MR. JOSEPH BARETTI, AT MILAN.
'London, Dec. 21, 1762. 'SIR,
'You are not to suppose, with all your conviction of my idleness, that I have passed all this time without writing to my Baretti. I gave
of this story however is wanting in     out being ihe worse for it. University accuracy, and therefore all may be     College has witnessed this.' See how-untrue. Reynolds at this time was     ever post, April 24, 1779, where not knighted. Johnson said (post,     he said:—'I used to slink home April 7, 1778): 'I did not leave off    when I had drunk too much;1 also wine because I could not bear it; I     ante, p. 103, and post, April 28, have drunk three bottles of port with-     1783.
a lettere rules of politeness, by giving him a hint on the subject. The strength of Johnson's
